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CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

25. (Cancelled) 

26. (Currently amended) Thc - roothod of claim 25, further compri si ng the s teps of: A computer- 
implement ed method for processing a plurality of pixels representing at least a portion of an image, 
comprising th e steps of: 

scanning a pixel in the plurality of pixels to determine if the pixel contains image 
information of significance; 

in response to the pixel containing image information of significance, determining if only 
an immediately previously scanned single pixel (single pixel) contains image information of 
significance: 

in response to the single pixel containing image information of significance, assigning 
the pixel to an existing image segment of the single pixel: 

in response to the single pixel not containing image information of significance, creating 
a new image segment and assigning the pixel to the new image segment: 

in response to the assigning or creating steps, updating inertia information for either the 
new image seciment or the existing image segment, respectively: 

(a) determining if only a single, previously scanned pixel adjacent to the pixel (adjacent 
pixel), that is not the single pixel, contains image information of significance; 

(b) determining if the adjacent pixel is assigned to an image segment that does not 
include the pixel; 

in response to steps (a) and (b) being true, merging the new image segment or the 
existing image segment, respectively, that includes the pixel, with the image segment; and 
repeating all the previous steps for a next sequential pixel of the plurality of pixels.. 

27. (Cancelled) 

28. (Cancelled) 
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29. (Currently amended) The method of claim [[25]] 26, wherein the immediately previously 
scanned single pixel is immediately to the left of the pixel and the adjacent pixel is immediately 
above the pixel. 

30. (Cancelled) 

31 . (Currently amended) The method of claim [[25]] 26, wherein the merging step comprises 
summing the inertia information of either the new image segment or the existing image 
segment, respectively, with inertia information of the image segment, thereby merging the new 
image segment or existing image segment into the image segment. 

32. (Cancelled) 

33. (Currently amended) The system of c l a i m 32, furthor compr i s i ng: An image processing 
system for processing a plurality of pixels representing at least a portion of an image, comprising: 

scanning means for scanning a pixel in the plurality of pixels to determine if the pixel 
contains image information of significance: 

in response to the pixel containing image information of significance, processing means 
for determining if only an immediately previously scanned single pixel contains image 
information of significance: 

in response t o the single pixel containing image information of significance, the 
processing means for assigning the pixel to an existing image segment of the single pixel: 

in response to the single pixel not containing image information of significance, the 
processing means for creating a new imaoe segment and assigning the pixel to the new image 
segment; 

in response to the assigning or creating steps, the processing means for updating inertia 
information for either t he new image segment or the existing imaoe segment, respectively: 

(a) the processing means for determining if only a single, previously scanned pixel 
adjacent to the pixel (adjacent pixel), that is not the single pixel, contains image information of 
significance; 

(b) the processing means for determining if the adjacent pixel is assigned to an image 
segment that does not include the pixel; 
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in response to steps (a) and (b) being true, the processing means for merging the new 
image segment or the existing image segment, respectively, that includes the pixel, with the 
image segment; and 

the processing means for repeating all the previous steps for a next sequential pixel of 
the plurality of pixels. 

34. (Cancelled) 

35. (Cancelled) 

36. (Currently amended) The system of claim [[32]] 33. wherein the immediately previously 
scanned single pixel is immediately to the left of the pixel and the adjacent pixel is immediately 
above the pixel. 

37. (Cancelled) 

38. (Currently amended) The system of claim [[32]] 33, wherein the processing means for 
merging comprises summing the inertia information of either the new image segment or the 
existing image segment, respectively, with inertia information of the image segment, thereby 
merging the new image segment or existing image segment into the image segment. 

39. (Previously presented) A computer program product stored on a computer operable medium 
containing instructions effective, when executing in a data processing system, to cause the data 
processing system to process a plurality of pixels representing at least a portion of an image, the 
computer program product comprising; 

instructions for scanning a pixel in the plurality of pixels to determine if the pixel contains 
image information of significance; 

in response to the pixel containing image information of significance, instructions for 
determining if only an immediately previously scanned single pixel contains image information of 
significance; 

in response to the single pixel containing image information of significance, instructions 
for assigning the pixel to an existing image segment of the single pixel; 
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in response to the single pixel not containing image information of significance, 
instructions for creating a new image segment and assigning the pixel to the new image 
segment; 

in response to the assigning or creating steps, instructions for updating inertia 
information for either the new image segment or the existing image segment, respectively; 

(a) instructions for determining if only a single, previously scanned pixel adjacent to the 
pixel, that is not the single pixel, contains image information of significance; 

(b) instructions for determining if the adjacent pixel is assigned to an image segment that 
does not include the pixel; 

in response to steps (a) and (b) being true, instructions for merging the new image 
segment or the existing image segment, respectively, that includes the pixel with the image 
segment; and 

instructions for repeating the above steps for a next sequential pixel of the plurality of 

pixels. 
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